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element of the Bible, but was far away from
even the broadest Chris to] ogy of modern evan-
gelical churches.1    Their preaching hardly ven-
tured outside of the affirmations of natural relig-
ion.   Some of them had read English deists, but
not the works of their critics, such as Butler and
others.   Their pulpit themes were moral com-
monplaces, such as "The  Beauty of Virtue,"
"The Ugliness  of Vice,"   "Politeness,"  "Re-
spect Due to Old Age/' "Hasty Judgments,"
"False Confidence in Prosperity,"  and "The
Advantages of Mediocrity." 2   The divinity of
Jesus is almost never referred   to.   "He came,"
they say, "to reveal the moral law more clearly
to us."   His kingdom is "the kingdom of moral
order over wills and the perfect harmony be-
tween virtue and happiness."    "His mission,"
declares another, "is to renew the ordinances of
justice."   "He has become our guide," says yet
another, "in the path of truth." 8   This homi-
letic superficiality was soon broken through by
the influence of Germany which taught Protes-
tants how to study the Bible, to fathom theology,
and to  deepen religion.    Thereupon arose a
movement which gave a new character to this
intellectual progress.    From   Switzerland   and

1 Bersier, ibid., p. xxxiv.

2 Vincent A., op. tit,, p. 5.                           * Ibid., p. 7,